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Why are we talking about  soil?

• Development/Redevelopment or Reclamation 
projects often require management of large 
volumes of soil - either excavation/removal or 
import/fill. 

• Common questions include: Where is the soil 
coming from?, What’s in it?, Who oversees this?,
and Is it safe?

• Concerns that whatever is in the soil could get into 
the water we drink, the air we breathe and the dirt 
we play/garden in.
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Soil Quality
What is “Clean Fill” or “Clean Soil”

– Clean enough for a playground?
– Clean  enough for gardening?
– Clean enough for landscaping?
– Clean enough for wildlife habitat?
– Clean enough for leveling a parking lot?
– Clean enough roadway sub-base?
– Clean enough for reclaiming an abandoned gravel pit?

This is MassDEP’s eternal question:
How clean is clean enough?
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Example: Bring soil to prepare an old gravel pit to restore the site…
For ecological restoration or development
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Time

Pit



Example: Bring soil to prepare an old gravel pit to restore the site…
For ecological restoration or development

Historic 
grade(“Artist” Rendering)

Time

Pit



https://www.mass.gov/soil-transport-re-use-and-disposal

Also a fun little video 
further down the page

MassDEP’s   ALL THINGS SOIL on the web

aka “Comm-15”
Projects



www.mass.gov/doc/interim-policy-on-the-re-use-of-soil-for-large-reclamation-projects-policy-comm-15-01/download



BASIS OF COMM-15-01

The Charge (Section 277 of the FY15 Budget):

Not later than June 30, 2015, the department of environmental protection shall establish 
regulations, guidelines, standards or procedures for determining the suitability of  soil used as fill 
material for the reclamation of quarries, sand pits and gravel pits. The regulations, standards or 
procedures shall ensure the reuse of soil poses no significant risk of harm to health, safety, public 
welfare or the environment considering the transport, filling operations and the foreseeable future 
use of the filled land. The department may adopt, amend or  repeal regulations establishing: (i) 
classes or categories of fill or reclamation activities requiring prior issuance of a permit issued by 
the department; (ii) classes or categories of fill or  reclamation activities that may be carried out 
without prior issuance of a permit issued by the  department; and (iii) classes or categories of fill 
that shall require local approval based on the  size, scope and location of a project; provided, 
however, that local approval shall not be required for projects involving less than 100,000 cubic 
yards of soil.

We’ll focus of Soil Managed under Policy COMM-15-01
(aka, the “Reclamation Soils” Policy)



The Important Words

• June 30, 2015
• regulations, guidelines, standards or procedures 
• suitability of  soil 
• reclamation of quarries, sand pits and gravel pits
• poses no significant risk
• transport, …operations and the foreseeable future use 
• activities requiring prior issuance of a permit 
• activities that may be carried out without…a permit
• categories…that shall require local approval



MassDEP’s Approach

Develop guidance and approval process for the 
appropriate use of soil that contains some level 
of “hazardous” constituents.

– Focus on using (or re-using) the soil 
– Will not address “disposal” of soil.

Disposal facilities are already covered by the Solid Waste 
Program regulations

Q:  How do you distinguish between “re-use” 
and “disposal”?
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Re-use vs Disposal

Re-Use

• Receiving location is 
a specific 
development or 
reclamation project

• Development or 
reclamation project 
has input from the 
host municipality

Disposal

• Dumping, landfilling
or placement …

• Into or on any land 
(or water) …

• Of useless, 
unwanted or 
discarded material.
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DEP approval because…
o Need to prevent creation of new 21E sites  
o Soil comes from both well characterized & 

less well known sources
o Large soil volumes means mismanagement could 

create significant problems    

Local input to the development or reclamation 
project because…   
o Ensures site-specific issues are raised & addressed
o Ensures that the proposed project is real 

and viable for the community
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Why Are DEP & Local Inputs Important? 



Nuts & Bolts

• Come and Talk – Early & Often
• Talk to the MassDEP Regional Director
• Talk to the municipal officials
• Talk with us all together and/or separately

• Listen to Local Concerns & Be a Good Partner

• Work with DEP to develop an
approvable Soil Management Plan



Projects Underway (with ACO’s)
Complete List of the Nine (9) Facilities at:
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/reclamation-soils-policy-and-facilities

ACO

Soil (Fill) 
Management Plan

Link to 
Documentation



EXAMPLE of Project Documents Available
to EVERYONE through eDEP:
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